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Amendment dated April 28, 2O04 \ 
Reply to Office Action inailcd February 24, 2004 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims {deleted text being struck through and added text being 
underlined): 

1. (Currently Amended) A fishing pole holder mounting system for 
permitting fishing rod holders to be, positioned adjacent a rear of a boat, the 
fishing pole holder mounting system comprising: 

a support member comprising a medial portion and a plurality of 
mounting portions, said medial portion being positioned between said 
mounting portions, said mounting portions of said support member being 
adapted for being selectively coupled to the boat such that said medial 
portion of said support member extends along the rear of the boat, said 
medial portion being adapted for being selectively engaged by the fishing 
rod holders such that said medial portion supports fishing rods placed in the 
fishing rod holders and allowing the fishing rods to extend outwardly from 
the rear of the. boat, said medial portion being coupled to said mounting 
portions at an angle to allow said medial portion to be positioned above the 
rear of the boat^ 

each of a Daix-of-mQunting-mcmbers being- 
HEB:fgTT^4^^eH JA t ^mb BrsHb^^fiE^ coupled to one of said mounting 

P^ortions of said support member, said mounting members being adapted for 
being positioned adjacent a first side of one of a plurality of cleats of the 
boat such that one of said mounting portions is positioned adjacent a second 
side of the associated one of the cleats with the second side being, 
positioned opposite the first side of the associated one of the cleats, each of 
said mounting members and the associated one of the mounting portions 
being adapted for clamping around the associated one of the cleats to mount 
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said support member to the boat when said mounting members are coupled to 
said mounting portions of said support member and are positioned adiacent 
their respective first and second sides of the cleats: and 

each of said mounting members comprising a plurality of horizontal 
bores such that said horizontal bores extend through the associated one of 
said mounting members, each of said mounting portions of said support 
member comprising a plurality of horizontal apertures such that said 
horizontal apertures extend through the associated one of said mounting 
portions, said horizontal bores of each of said mounting members bein^ 
aligned with said horizontal apertures of the associated one of said 
mounting portion when said mounting members and said mounting portions 
are clamping horiigiontallv mounted cleats of the boat, each of a plurality of 
fasteners being selectively extended through one of said horizontal bores 
and an aligned one of said horizontal apertures such that said fasteners 
secure said mounting members to said mounting portions to clamp the cleats 
between said mounting members and said mounting portions of said support 
member when said mounting members and said mounting portions arc 
clamping horizontally mounted cleats of the boat . 

2. (Cancelled) 


in claim *JL further comprising: 

each of said mounting members comprising a plurality of vertical 
borejs such that said vertical bores extend through the associated one of said 
mounting members, each of said mounting portions of said support member 
comprising a plurality of vertical apertures such that said vertical apertures 
extend through the associated one of said mounting portions, said vertical 
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(Currently Amended) The fishing pole holder system as set forth 
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bores of each of said mounting members being aligned with said vertical 
apertures of the associated one of said mounting portion when said mounting 
members and said mounting portions are clamping th«- vertically mounted 
cleats of the boat, each of said fasteners being selectively extended through 
one of said vertical bores and an aligned one of said vertical apertures such 
that said fasteners secure said mounting members to said mounting portions 
to clamp the cleats between said mounting members and said mounting 
portions of said support member when said mounting members and said 
mounting portions are clamping vertically mounted cleats of the boat . 

5, (Cancelled) 

(Original) The fishing pole holder system as set forth in claim 1, 
further comprising; 

a brace member being selectively coupled to said medial portion of 
said support member, said brace member being adapted for extending 
between said support member and a hull of the boat such that said brace 
member is for inhibiting said support member bending downward and 
striking the boat. 

X (Original) The fishing pole holder system as set forth in claim^^, 
further comprising: 

said brace member comprising a support aperture, said support 
aperture extending through said brace member, said support aperture being 
for receiving said support member such that said support member extends 
through said brace member. 

> f, (Original) The fishing pole holder system as set forth in claim 
further comprising: 

said brace member comprising a set aperture, said set aperture 
extending through said brace member into said support aperture of said 
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brace member, said set aperture of said brace member threadably receiving a 
set fastener such that said set fastener selectively extends through said 
brace member and into said support aperture, said set fastener being for 
abutting against said support member extending through said support 
aperture of said brace member to secure said support member to said brace 
member and inhibit sliding of said brace member with respect to said 
support member. 

(Currently Amended) The fishing pole holder system as set forth 
in claim 1, further comprising: 

said support member being substantially U-shaped, said support 
member being adapted for substantially matching a perimeter of *h^a.rear 
of t4te-ahull of the boat. 


(Currently Amended) A fishing pole holder mounting system for 
permitting fishing rod holders to be, positioned adjacent a rear of a boat, the 
fishing pole holder i^o^i^^ing system, ^^^p^^^^^g. 

a support member comprising a medial portion and a plurality of 
mounting portions, said medial portion being positioned between said 
mounting portions, said mounting portions of said support member being 
adapted for being selectively coupled to the boat such that said medial 
portion of said support member extends along the rear of the boat, said 
medial portion being adapted for being selectively engaged by the fishing 
rod holders such that said medial portion supports fishing rods placed in the 
fishing rod holders and allowing the fishing rods to extend outwardly from 
the rear of the boat^ said medial portion being coupled to said mounting 
portions at an angle to allow said medial portion to be positioned above the 
rear of the boat; 
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each of a pair of mounting members being selectively coupled to one 
of said mounting portions of said support member, said mounting members 
being adapted for being positioned adjacent a first side of one of a. 
plurality of cleats of the boat such that one of said mounting portions is 
positioned oppo^ito th e aoo ociatod ono of aaid mountinR membors adjacent a 
second side of the associated one of the cleats with the second side being 
positioned opposite the first side of the associated one of the cleats, each of 
said mounting members and the associated one of the mounting portions 
being adapted for clamping around the associated one of the cleats to mount 
said support member to the boat when said mounting members are coupled to 
said mounting portions of said support member and arc positioned adjacent 
their respective first and second sides of the cleats: 

each of said mounting members comprising a plurality of horizontal 
bores such that said horizontal bores extend through the associated one of 
said mounting members, each of said mounting portions of said support 
member comprising a plurality of horizontal apertures such that said 
horizontal apertures extend through the associated one of said mounting 
portions, said horizontal bores of each of said mounting members being 
aligned with said horizontal apertures of the associated one of said 
mounting portion when said mounting members and said mounting portions 
are clamping ^be- horizontally mounted cleats of the boat, each of a plurality 
I of fasteners being selectively extended through one of said horizontal bores 

: and an aligned one of said horizontal apertures such that said fasteners 

secure said mounting members to said mounting portions to clamp the cleats 
between said mounting members and said mounting portions of said support 
member when said mounting members and said mounting portions are 

I clamping the horizontally mounted cleats of the boat: 

I 

I 

j each of said mounting members comprising a plurality of vertical 

i bores such that said vertical bores extend through the associated one of said 
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mounting members, each of said mountinyportions of said support member 
comprising a plurality of vertical apertures such that said vertical apertures 
extend through the associated one of said mounting portions, said vertical 
bores of each of aaid mounting members being aligned with said vertical 
apertures of the associated one of said mouating portion when said mounting 
members and said mounting portions are clamping the- vertically mounted 
cleats of the boat, each of said fasteners being selectively extended through 
one of said vertical bores and an aligned one of said vertical apertures such 
that said fasteners secure said mounting members to said mounting portions 
to clamp the cleats between said mounting members and said mounting 
portions of said support member when said mounting members and said 
mounting portions are clamping the verticallv mounted cleats of the boat: 

a brace member being selectively coupled to said medial portion of 
said support member, said brace member being adapted for extending 
between'said support member and a hull of the boat such that $aid brace 
member is for inhibiting said support member bending downward and 
striking the boat; 

said brace member comprising a support aperture, said support 
aperture extending through said brace member, said support aperture being 
for receiving said support member such that said support member extends 
through said brace member; 

said brace member comprising a set aperture, said set aperture 
extending through said brace member into said support aperture of said 
brace member, said set aperture of said brace member threadabiy receiving a 
set fastener such that said set fastener selectively extends through said 
brace member and into said support aperture, said set fastener being for 
abutting against said support member extending through said support 
aperture of said brace member to secure said support member to said brace 
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member and inhibit sliding of said brace member with respect to said 
support member; and 

said support member being substantially U-shaped, said support 
member being adapted for substantially matching a perimeter of the rear of 
the hull of the boat. 


New Claims; 


(New) A fishing pole holder mounting system for permitting 
fishing rod holders to be positioned adjacent a rear of a boat, the fishing 
pole holder mounting system comprising: 

a support member comprising a medial portion and a plurality of 
mounting portions, said medial portion being positioned between said 
mounting portions, said mounting portions of said support member being 
adapted for being selectively coupled to the boat such that said medial 
portion of said support member extends along the rear of the boat, said 
medial portion being adapted for being selectively engaged by the fishing 
rod holders such that said medial portion supports fishing rods placed in the 
fishing rod holders and allowing the fishing rods to extend outwardly from 
the rear of the boat, said medial portion being coupled to said mounting 
portions at an angle to allow said medial portion to be positioned above the 
rear of the boat; 

each of a pair of mounting members being *s=G4£jcliyfiAfrt-©=iN^^^H^^ D ^ 
Hfcoa^sm g ^^mfaft Tr h i inp selectively coupled to one of said mounting 
portions of said support member, said mounting members being adapted for 
being positioned adjacent a first side of one of a plurality of cleats of the 
boat such that one of said mounting portions is positioned adjacent a second 
side of the associated one of the cleats with the second side being 

Page 11 of 21 

PA6E12Q3*RCVDATW/20044:00:13PMIEasternDaylightfe^ 


05/04/2004 14:03 FAI 605 3361931 


LEONARD & PROEHL 


^ PTO 


@013 


Appln, No. 10/700,955 

Amendment dated April 28, 2004 

Reply to Office Action mailed February 24, 2004 

positioned opposite the first side of the associated one of the cleats, each of 
said mounting members and the associated one of the mounting portions 
being adapted for clamping around the associated one of the cleats to mount 
said support member to the boat when said mounting members are coupled to 
said mounting portions of said support member and are positioned adjacent 
their respective first and second sides of the cleats; and 

each of said mounting members comprising a plurality of vertical 
bores such that said vertical bores extend through the associated one of said 
mounting members, each of said mounting portions of said support member 
comprising a plurality of vertical apertures such that said vertical apertures 
extend through the associated one of said mounting portions, said vertical 
bores of each of said mounting members being aligned with said vertical 
apertures of the associated one of said mounting portion when said mounting 
members and said mounting portions are clamping the vertically mounted 
cleats of the boat, each of a plurality of fasteners being selectively extended 
through one of said vertical bores and an aligned one of said vertical 
apertures such that said fasteners secure said mounting members to said 
mounting portions to clarap the cleats between said mounting members and 
said mounting portions of said support member when said mounting 
members and said mounting portions are clamping vertically mounted cleats 
of the boat. 


further comprising: 

a brace member being selectively coupled to said medial portion of 


between said support member and a hull of the boat such that said brace 
member is for inhibiting said support member bending downward and 
striking the boat. 


PAai3a3*RCVDATWi2004 4:flO:13PMIEast^ 
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said support member, said brace member being adapted for extending 
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(O (New) The fishing pole holder system as set forth in claim >f. 
further comprising; 

said brace member comprising a support aperture, said support 
aperture extending through said brace member, said support aperture being 
for receiving said support member such that said support member extends 
through said brace member. 

/ O 

(New) The fishing pole holder system as set forth in claim >9r, 
further comprising: 

said brace member comprising a set aperture, said set aperture 
extending through said brace member into said support aperture of said 
brace member, said set aperture of said brace member threadably receiving 
set fastener such that said set fastener selectively extends through said 
brace member and into said support aperture, said set fastener being for 
abutting against said support member extending through said support 
aperture" of said brace member to secure said support member to said brace 
member and inhibit sliding of said brace member with respect to said 
support member. 

Jk5. (New) The fishing pole holder system as set forth in claim UT; 
further comprising: 

said support member being substantially U-shaped, said support 
member being adapted for substantially matching a perimeter of a rear of a 
hull of the boat. 
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